
Logix Platforms
Offer Users
Compatibility
Across Multiple
Areas of Control 

For years, customers have had to construct
their automation systems using a variety of
dissimilar platforms.  Each platform was capa-
ble of handling narrow segments of the overall
application, yet in combination these platforms
presented users with dissimilar development
environments and networking capabilities.
Users were limited in the choices these plat-
forms offered, not only in terms of physical
size, but more importantly, in the range of
applications where they could successfully be
applied.  

Now Rockwell Automation offers a new
approach with its Logix Platforms™.  From
raw material handling through manufacturing
and processing to packaging, Logix Platforms
provide a complete solution.  Each Logix
Platform interfaces seamlessly with the other,
and offers users common networking and soft-
ware solutions across multiple areas of an
entire application.

Key Benefits of Logix Platforms
• Greater performance and flexibility 
• Integration of sequential, process, motion

and drive control
• Scalable platforms handle applications of

any size
• Choice of form factor: modular, distributed,

or open
• Common development environment for all

applications
• NetLinx™ networking services common

across multiple networks
• Connection to existing networks and

devices
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These Logix Platforms share a common
RSLogix 5000 programming environment that
offers an easy-to-use IEC 1131-3 compliant
interface, symbolic programming with struc-
tures and arrays for increased productivity,
and an instruction set that serves sequential,
motion, process and drives applications.

Rockwell Automation's Logix Platforms are
both scalable and modular, permitting users to
automate applications incrementally, starting
small and easily expanding to meet future
requirements. This approach permits system
designers to select among a variety of Logix
platforms, choosing the one best suited for a
particular segment of the overall control appli-
cation. 

Savings Resulting rom the
Application of Logix Platforms
When customers apply Logix Platforms, they
achieve genuine short and long term cost
reductions.  Because all segments of an appli-
cation can now be controlled using a common
platform, users can reduce spares inventories,
and conduct fewer operator and maintenance
training courses. 

Key Logix Platforms
• ControlLogix™, a high performance multi-

processing system
• ProcessLogix™, a cost-effective DCS

control platform
• SoftLogix™, PC-based control from the

PLC leader
• FlexLogix™, distributed Flex I/O expanded

to include distributed control
• CompactLogix™, value-focused compact

I/O coupled with machine control

Additional Logix Platforms are being develop-
ment to provide solutions that extend from
small packaged solutions to complex drive
applications.
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Rockwell Automation’s Logix Platforms offer users compatibility of control functionality across a variety of form factors.  This compatibility is
achieved in part with NetLinx services that are common across networks such as Ethernet, ControlNet and DeviceNet.

POWER

ETHERNET

RXD TXD OK

DEVICENET

B A
OK

AB

ControlNET

A # 2 4

2 AXIS SERVO

ST

ST
O
K

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ST

ST
O
K

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

2 AXIS SERVO

PROGRUN REM

RUN I/O

RS232

BAT OK

Logix5550

ControlLogix 5500
SoftLogix5800

CompactLogix 5300 FlexLogix 5400

RSLogix5000 programming software

Logix5000 processor technology

logix_platforms2.qxd  12/17/99  3:42 PM  Page 2



At the same time, multiple Logix Platforms
can be easily applied in combination with
each another.  For example, some processes
require both DCS functionality plus high-
speed discrete, drives, or motion control.  In
this hybrid environment, a ProcessLogix and a
ControlLogix controller can be combined to
create a hybrid control system.  The con-
trollers communicate to each other across a
common equipment chassis or via the sys-
tem's NetLinx services.

Integration Solutions
Rockwell Automation’s Logix Platforms are
extremely flexible. Systems based around
them can be used to control a broad range of
applications, including:
• pharmaceutical
• specialty chemicals
• oil & gas
• fibers
• food and beverage products
• pulp and paper
• power
• water treatment
• transportation
• mining and metals
• semiconductor industries

For customers who require a turnkey solution,
application experts from Rockwell
Automation's Engineered Systems and
Service and Application Solutions Providers
are available to integrate systems based on
these Logix Platforms.  

Components that make up current Logix
Platforms are available through Rockwell
Automation's world-wide distribution network,
and are supported by a global sales and sup-
port network that provides training, field sup-
port services, and sales assistance.
Logix Platform, ControlLogix, ProcessLogix, FlexLogix, CompactLogix, MicroLogix 5000, DriveLogix
and RSLogix 5000 are trademarks of Rockwell Automation.

ControlLogix • High performance multi-processing system

• Multitasking, multi-discipline controller

• Transparent communications bridging

• Advanced I/O diagnostics

• Highly Integrated Motion Control

• Thousands of ControlLogix systems sold

• Available Now

ProcessLogix • Cost-effective DCS control architecture 

• Uses same set of Logix I/O and 

networking modules as ControlLogix

• Controller-to-controller communications 

across the backplane to ControlLogix

• System server integrates user interface, 

development, run-time, and diagnostic environment

• Available Now

SoftLogix • PC-based control from the PLC leader

• Same Logix platform benefits while using 

commercial hardware

• Open systems solution 

• Shared function set and execution model with

other Logix Platforms

• Tight integration of information & control

• Extendable functionality

• Available 2000

FlexLogix • Expands distributed I/O to include 

distributed control

• Leverages your current Flex I/O investment

• Modular, user-installable communication options 

• Distributed DIN rail mount form factor

• Available 2000

CompactLogix • Value-focused 1769 Compact I/O

• Rackless system configuration

• Smallest modular form factor

• Ideal OEM machine controller

• Available 2000

Key Logix Platforms
Control Key Typical 

Component Features Application
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